





1986-87 index 
to PTA Today 


Ed. Note: This index covers articles in 
the theme section of PTA Today as well 
as “Report from Washington” and 
“National PTA in Action.” 


OCTOBER 1986 
Theme: Celebrating our public schools 


Celebrate our public schools: 


A call for PTA action 4 
Celebrate American Education Week 

by Vicki Andrews 6 
1986 Hearst Award winner 

by Melitta Cutright 7 
What teacher most influenced your life? g 


Education today and tomorrow 
What we need to do 


by Ernest Boyer 10 
How parents can ease the ‘Back to School’ 
jitters by Ellen Rosenberg 13 


Make parent-teacher conferences better 
by Lisbeth Brown and 


Mary Renck Jalongo 14 
The crisis problem of dropouts 17 
What to look for in your child's science program 

by James T. Scarnati 18 
Choose science books and magazines 20 
Help your child yearn to read 

by George Wilson and Joyce Moss 21 
Use TV to improve your child's reading skills 

by Nicholas Criscuolo 23 
PTA in Action: Celebrate Child Safety 

and Protection Month 27 


Report from Washington: Parent Involvement 
the PTA...and federal legislation 
by Millie Waterman 30 


NOVEMBER 1986 
Theme: Build a safer world for children 
and youth 


Kids with keys—Make sure your 

child is safe 4 
Hazardous waste: Is your house a polluter? 

by David Loveland 
What you should know about asbestos 


by the National Education Association 8 
Is fire safety a burning issue for your home? 

by Jamie E. Haines 10 
Teaching your child about sexual abuse 

by Gary A. Best 13 
Fingerprinting and photography rarely help 

locate a missing child 15 
A parent's guide to rock concert safety 

by Carl Spencer Taylor 16 
Help teens change from crime victims 

by John A. Calhoun and Jean F. O'Neil 18 
Seat belts on school buses controversy 

by NHTSA 20 
Drugs, alcohol and driving: A deadly combination 

by Peggy Mann 22 
A curriculum for teens 

by Craig Kuhl 25 


Learning about health and safety 
through books 


by Evelyn T. Winfield 26 
PTA in Action: Parent Involvement 
can make a difference 27 


Report from Washington: Asbestos legislation 
by Senator Robert T. Stafford and 
Representative James J. Florio 29 


pta today, May 1987 


DECEMBER 1986-JANUARY 1987 

Theme: Helping children grow 

How to encourage —_— in your child 
by Saf Lerman .. es Rs 

Is obedience enough? 


by Jane Bluestein and Lynn Collins ore 
The myth of being right 

by Ray Guarendi.... ie 
Helping children cope with change 

by Ellen Rosenberg...... ee. 
Teach kids to say NO to peer pressure 

by Sharon Scott..... ve dona 


‘My best friend hates me’ 
and other concerns of childhood 


by Catherine Johnson.... . nie a 
TV: Taming the one-eyed dragon 
by Thomas Lickona. j 16 


Flower box program transforms neighborhood 

by William Houlton . eee ts 
Recognition awards and your child 

by Tari Marshall........ ; eee 
Children’s books explore growing up 


by Evehn 7. WHEE... 2. nce ciccc cess 22 
Create a reading environment in your home 

by Nancy Lee Cecil....... .23 
How to heip your children improve their writing 

by Lee E. Allen. eee eee eT Oey, 
How well do our children write? 

by Gloria Ryan. . <a 
Computers can improve your children’ s 

writing skilis 

by Lynne A. Snyder 28 
PTA in Action: Celebrate our 90th birthday 

Build children’s self-esteem 32 
Report from Washington: 

Two points of view on reducing TV violence 

by Senator Paul Simon and 

Ralph Daniels . ; ; eer 
FEBRUARY 1987 
Theme: Fit and healthy children 
Why we need to improve youth fitness 

by George Allen........ 5 4 
What you can do about childhood stress 

by Karen L. Baver..... 7 
How zucchini won fifth-grade hearts 

by Denise Cavaliere . =a 9 
What parents should know about AIDS 

by Martha F. Rogers 12 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Teens at Risk 

by Laurene Mascola nna 
Bone up on the need for calcium 

by Peggy Mann... ee 
Young children and drugs soi 
Join the campaign against smokeless tobacco 

by C. Everett Koop...... sacoue 
Does your child have a reading problem? 

by Nancy Lee Cecil.................... 22 
Eye injuries can be prevented eee 
What is SIDS and whom does it affect? 

by Ann Walters... . ive aaa 
Reading about health and satety 

by Evelyn T. Winfield.......... ee, 
PTA in Action: Celebrate Drug and 

Alcohol Awareness Week: March 1-7 .. 29 
Report from Washington: 

The case for fast-food labeling 

by Senator John H. Chafee ae 
MARCH 1987 
Theme: Partners in Education 
Parents as partners in education........... 4 
Help your child become a good reader 

by Gloria Ryan... 8 
An open letter to all parents 

by Telma Hopkins 11 





Parents on the education team 
WE I ois vce cedcageccucas 
Principals and the PTA 





by Pamela Reynolds and Denise Carter ....13 
The teacher and the PTA.................. 16 
The school board and the PTA.............. 17 
The superintendent and the PTA............ 18 
Build a school-business partnership 

OP TP I ok scedcnipcacae cece 19 


Parents and the school dropout problem 
by Earl E. Ferguson and 


Jerty KillingswortTl ... 2.2... ccc ccc cess 21 
Culture, school and the family 

by Mary Lou Fuller and Luis Casaus....... 23 
Here’s what they're saying 

about parent involvement......... cee 
Books for reading at home 

by Evelyn T. Winfield................. a 
PTA in Action: 

Design your own reading projeci!......... 29 


Report from Washington: 
Preventing illiteracy is a family affair 
by Representative William F. Goodling.... . .32 


APRIL 1987 
Theme: Arts and enrichment 
Your child's time out of school: Make it count 
by Joan M. Bergstrom.............. ace 
Why is art important for your child? 


by Kathleen A. Walsh................... 7 
Bring the joy of the arts to all students 
Ml Se MI vc 5 ne shure pehne se onsawk 9 


Make music a part of your child’s life 

by Barbara Andress 
Music for little people 

by Melitta Cutright.............. . 
Enlarge your child’s werld through photography 

by Winifred Meiser............... 
Children’s videocassettes: 

How to choose them, ways to use them 

by Mary Renck Jalongo.............. .. 16 
Books that can spark your child's 

interest in the arts 

by Evelyn T. Winfield............. 
Newspapers can sharpen children’s 

reading and writing skills 

by Nicholas P. Criscuolo............ re i 
Getting the most from computers 


PE ae eee aa 
Dropout prevention strategies...............25 
PTA in Action: Reflections ...... saat aahac a 
MAY 1987 
Theme: All Kids are Special 
Discover the specialness in each child 

) gS eee 4 
All children need to think critically 

by Peter Scales.......... ; -- 
Hope for the underachieving child 

by Ray Guarendi............... baie 
Developing your gifted child's potential 

fe ne i eee 13 
A parent's plea for accepting special children 

Ot FN IIE on. ois occa avn tecodawns 16 


Severely handicapped students can be educated! 


by M. Donald Thomas .................. 17 
Report from Washington: Students and 

the Least Resisictive Environment 

Pr EOE ois vos wa sicckeaatniosuas 20 


One superintendent's view of LRE 
by Harmon A. Baldwin .................. 21 
Reading about special people 


fo ee 23 
PTA in Action: Make next year your best 
program year ever. Saha ors ; .25 
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